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the company; by all the members of it reverenced
as not even Emerson was j the largest in personality
and in universality of knowledge of all the men I
have ever known. No one who did not know him
personally can conceive the hold he had on every-
body who came into relations with him. His vast
command of scientific facts, and his ready command
of them for all educational purposes, his enthusiasm
for science and the diffusion of it, even his fascinat-
ing way of imparting it to others, had even less to
do with his popularity than the magnetism of his
presence and the sympathetic faculty which enabled
him to find at once the plane on which he should
meet whomever he had to deal with. Of his scientific
position I cannot speak, though I can see that his
was the most powerful of the scientific influences of
that epoch in America. When we were traveling
it was always in my boat, and we moved as his in-
vestigations prompted, wherever there seemed to be
a promise of some addition to his collections. We
dredged and netted water and air wherever we went,
and of course there arose a certain kind of inti-
macy, which was partly that of a camaraderie in
which we were approximately equals, that of the
backwoods life in which I was, if a comparison were
to be made, the superior, and partly that of teacher
and pupil; for, with trifling attainments, I had the
passion of scientific acquisition, and all that Agassiz
needed to open the store of his knowledge was the
willingness of another to learn.

The odium stientificum, which I notice is no lessk, andt of the occasion.ed on
